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I. Introduction and Description of Duties
The project undertaken for the completion of the Undergraduate Summer Research
Scholarship entailed the digitalization, cataloguing and preparation of historical material and
artifacts for the purpose of making educational resources available to the public. Research on
individual items, as well as smaller collections of themed material was also conducted in order to
establish cohesion with the pre-existing articles on Wartime Canada. Wartime Canada
(www.wartimecanada.ca) is a website intended to make historical material from Canada’s time at
war, specifically the First and Second World War, freely available to the public in a digital form.
Given the importance of maintaining a current and relevant web design that suits the
learning needs of the broad Canadian public, Wartime Canada has been undergoing changes and
upgrades including the incorporation of new artifacts, the re-styling of web interfaces, and the
creation of lesson plans for educators. The migration of the previous Wartime Canada website was
completed by the London-based web design firm rTraction.
The summer intern’s duties included but were not limited to the performance of an
environmental scan of the Second World War material already on the website, the selection of
relevant materials to be added to the new Wartime Canada website, the scanning and labelling of
artifacts as well as their appropriate categorization within the Ley and Lois Smith War, Memory
and Popular Culture Research Collection. In addition to this, research on items was conducted for
their descriptions for the website.
II. Research Objective
The research objective of the Wartime Canada website redesign project was to better
understand how historical material, artifacts, original documents, and contemporary essays aid in
the teaching and learning of First and Second World War thematic. In addition to this, a particular
focus was given to exploring the prevalence on non-Ontarian, non-English material, and their
effect on the remembrance of the Canadian war experience.
III. Training.
In the first stages of the USRI program, a general introduction to the project was given to
all participants. This included the explanation of goals and methods that were going to be used for
the duration of the website re-design and updating. The environmental scan that was conducted as
a first step in the reconnaissance of the existing material was done individually with prior
knowledge of Excel software. During the middle stages of the project, supervisor Professor
Jonathan F. Vance instructed the USRI intern on how to use a high-definition scan to digitalize
physical artifacts. Subsequently, Professor Vance also demonstrated the correct procedure for the
filing of digitalized material in the Digital History Laboratory at Lawson Hall. An online training
session on how to edit and upload digital material to the Wartime Canada website was conducted
with an rTraction representative on July 27, 2022.
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IV. Professional Development Sessions
The Professional Development Sessions were of great importance in the correct
development of research techniques for the Wartime Canada reconstruction project. Particularly
beneficial were the sessions on the Introduction to Data Handling and Management, the Plain
Language Writing session, and the Organizing Research with Reference Management Tools
session.
V. Research Process and Methods
The research process for each item was different and dependent on the nature of the artifact
itself. This refers to the fact that some of the items that were selected for instructing First and
Second World War material were self-explanatory or evident in their function. For example, a
restaurant menu dating back to 1944 was understood to represent the same as a restaurant menu
would today. For an item as such, the research conducted on it focused less on what the artifact
was and more on what it meant. The guiding questions for research on these items revolved on
what could be learned about the Second World War through them, their significance and what they
said about a particular point in time during the war. For other items which function was less
obvious, research was conducted by examining the time, language and place of origin and the
extrapolation of these data points into the broader Canadian societal identity of the years between
1939 and 1945.
Research was conducted through the checking of personal records, online databases, books
published on related and exact subject matters, and collaboration and guidance offered by
Professor Jonathan F. Vance.
Information was recollected in Excel sheets, as well as Word documents, and eventually
digitalized and catalogued material was stored in flash drives and storage units kept at Lawson
Hall offices.
VI. Research Example
One of the ways in which information gathered on the historical artifacts studies was the creation
of a public display on Prisoners of War. The items on display were also selected to be featured in
Wartime Canada, but due to their particularly well-fit along with other existing items in the Ley
and Lois Collection, as well as the intricate story behind POWs during the First and Second World,
they were placed on a special public space to be accessed by the Western community. It can be
found in the second floor of Lawson Hall.
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